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Well here we are again, another fall season, an-

other year waiting for federal legislators to fig-

ure out how to fund transit programs, with no 

apparent solutions for finding revenue sources 

sufficient to fund highway and transit across our 

nation.  We are glad that they are working on 

continuing resolutions to keep the federal gov-

ernment working, but uncertainty on funding 

levels provided in continuing resolutions only 

adds to the economic woes of transit systems.  

Many of the initiatives being considered con-

tinue to spread what funding there is across tran-

sit, rail, and highway projects with less funds for 

bus and bus facility projects in Iowa.  Thanks to Sheri Kyras and her 

staff at Cyride we have been provided a report that clearly shows Iowa 

has one of the oldest if not the oldest fleet of buses in the country.  This 

only reinforces what everyone in the transit business in this state al-

ready knows, "We need new buses". 

 

I hope I'm not making anyone depressed.  I hope instead that I am sim-

ply reaffirming our resolve as an association to work diligently with our 

federal and state legislators, with Iowa DOT and local government 

agencies to find innovative ways to improve service and obtain funding 

needed to keep fares competitive for our passengers.  IPTA members 

have consistently proven to be strong advocates for transit and I appre-

ciate all the efforts you are making to support transit in Iowa.  I also 

believe we can all make a difference by taking time to contact legisla-

tors one on one and keep reminding them of our  

issues and how they can help. 

 

The good news is that spring will come and we might even have a new  

transportation bill to work with by then.  Wishful thinking maybe, but it 

never hurts to think positive thoughts.  Yes, I've been accused of being 

an optimist, but what's wrong with that. 

 

Curt Miller 

IPTA President 

From the Presidentôs Desk 

 

IPTA Legislative Mtg. 

February 8-9, 2010 

Embassy Suites 

Des Moines, IA 

 

APTA Legislative Mtg. 

March 15-16, 2010 

Washington DC 

 

CTAA Expo 

May 23-28, 2010 

Long Beach, CA 

 

IPTA Annual Mtg.  

and Roadeo 

June 23-26, 2010 

Clarion Hotel 

Sioux City, IA 

 

Rural Public & Intercity 

Bus Transportation  

National Conference 

October 24-28, 2010 

Burlington, Vermont 
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By Mark Munson 

On September 1, 2009, Bridget   

Bartlett started her first day on the 

job in the newly 

created position 

of Mobility    

Coordinator for 

the Delaware, 

Dubuque and 

Jackson County 

Regional Transit 

Authority. The position was made 

possible thanks to a grant from the 

State Transit Assistance Special   

Projects fund and matching funds 

from East Central Intergovernmental 

Association, Transportation        

Region 8 Hires Mobility Coordinator 

Planning and the Regional Transit     

Authority.  

Bridget is responsible for the      

coordination of the 

Passenger   Trans-

portation Plan and 

the marketing and 

outreach or RTA 

services in the three 

county service area.  

Bridget will also assist in the      

development of the Transit element 

of the Long Range Transportation 

Plan and a variety of grant writing 

and fundraising initiatives.  

Bridget is a graduate of St. Ambrose 
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Social Work. She was previously 

employed as the Director of the 

Theresa Shelter, a non-profit organi-

zation serving families in crisis and 

the Legal Medical Advocate for the 

Dubuque Community Y Domestic 

Violence Program. 

Checkout: Iowa Public Transit  
Website for information and   

event registration forms 
www.iapublictransit.com 


